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The voice of the Marin County Chapter of Military Offic ers Association America 
“Our country in her intercourse with foreign nations may she always be in the right : but right or wrong our country”  
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October 2009 

Sic Transit Glorium Unde…so passes the great wave of time.  A Roman observation that is a universal truth.  It has been a 
great year for me as Chapter President made possible by the support of the Board members:  1LT Allen, Mrs. O’Brien-
Delury, 1LT Bibeault, COL Wallace, CDR Sammons, LTC Barr, LTCOL Pierson, CPT Shafer, LTC Cohen, MAJ Fenn, 1LT 
King, and COL Potter as well as those who attended and participated in our luncheons, events, and projects.  Thank you all. 
However, the year is not over and I urge you to mark your calendars for our upcoming functions: 
    October 7  -  Luncheon at the Marin Country Club - Major Todd Mahar USMC as speaker. 
    December 9 -Christmas Party at the Marin Country Club. 
Highlights of our September Board meeting are listed below: 

We welcomed two new Board Members: LCDR Alan King and LTC Steve Countouriotis 
·  In addition we welcomed LCDR Lewis Carver who attended the meeting. 
·  We officially designated CDR John Sammons as our MOAA representative to the Veterans’ Council 
·  We selected candidates 1LT Greg Allen and LTC Steve Countouriotis to represent our MOAA Chapter at the 

Annual Meeting “MOAA Deploys to San Diego”. 
·  We embraced three new projects for our support: 

Veterans Memorial Garden at Valley View Cemetery, Novato. Cemetery will build, but wants input 
from us. 
Flag Presentation – Ceremonial Flags flown in NV by Patriot Riders will be presented to the families of 
Nick Olson and Jake Velozza.  Planning a ceremony at Valley Memorial to include Honor Guard and 
flyover. 
Monument at Civic Center to honor individuals who have been killed in action since Viet Nam.  
Currently only two names – Nick Olson, and Jake Velloza.  Both killed in Iraq.  Fundraising is starting to 
fund it.  Info from J Sammons if needed. 

·  We discussed members who are ill or recovering, and expressed our concerns and communications to include  
·  COL Jack Potter, CDR Paul Hewett, and CDR Murray Green. 

.Best Wishes to all, 
COL Gail Penfield USA (RET) 

 
Marin Chapter MOAA  
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Oven Roasted Pot Roast with Mashed Potatoes & Vegetables 

~ or ~ 
 Blackened Salmon Salad  ////// Chefs Choice Dessert 

Cost $20 per person�
Checks preferred, when paying by cash please have the exact 

amount available. 
For reservations please call Wally Fenn, 883 5935 

Reservations must be received by 30 September 2009 
Please be advised that if you make reservations and do not attend you are 

obligated for the cost of the meal 

7 October 2009 Luncheon Meeting 
Program 

 

Major Todd E. Mahar United States Marine Corp 

Commanding Officer San Francisco and Northern  
California  recruiting district will discuss "Today's 
Marine Corp." 

 

 

 
 
 



 
Editor’s Desk 

The October luncheon meeting being the final meeting 
of the year we will endeavor to cover a few key issues of 

interest to our members. 
 

1.Retired and Annuitant Pay to Transition to DoD 
The Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS) 
officials have announced that a decision has been made 
to transition  Department of Defense Retired and 
Annuitant (R&A) pay functions to a government run 
operation performed by Department of Defense (DoD) 
workers in early 2010. Currently the work is performed 
by an outside contractor. 
Section 324 of the 2008 National Defense Authorization 
Act directed DoD to consider using DoD civilian 
employees to perform functions performed by 
contractors that could be  performed by DoD civilian 
employees any time in the past 10 years.  
 
2. RSO Mission to Transfer 
The Retirement Services support responsibility for the 
states of California and Nevada will change hands in the 
near future . Fort McCoy has served the military retired 
community in California and Nevada since 2000, but 
that mission will soon be transferring to an office in 
California. by creating an RSO position in California, 
customer service will be enhanced allowing retirees 
access to assistance  from an office in the same time 
zone and same geographic area. 
Fort McCoy, Wisconsin currently services the Midwest 
States of Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin, 
as well as the Western States of California and Nevada.  
The total Army retiree service population is just under 
120,000 for the combined area. With mission transfer 
each region will have an Army retiree population of just 
fewer than 60,000. 
Until everything has been worked out continue to use 
Fort McCoy for all retirement issues. Contact for Fort 
McCoy office is 608-388-3716 or email at 
bill.g.walters@us.army.mil 
 
3. For those of you who enjoy SPACE A TRAVEL or 
would like to, Air Mobility Command  recently unveiled 
its first official command –level AMC Travel Web site.  
People planning to travel the AMC military travel 
system can now point their web browsers to 
www.amc.af.mil/amctravel/index.aspf  for the latest in 
AMC information. 
4. NOTE: The annual election of  Marin Chapter 
MOAA 2010 Officers will take place at the October 
luncheon meeting. 

 
Editor’s Desk 
Treasurer’s Report 
31 Aug 2009 YTD 

Net Revenue  $10,359 
Expenses YTD  $11,226 
Bank Balances  $4562 

Saving Certificates  $4714 
Jr ROTC Scholarship Fund  $133 

 
Chaplains Corner 

Our MOAA socials for spring and summer were refreshing and 
nostalgic .Each time we are together and share one another's 
stories it is refreshing. Likewise, remembering the events in the 
spring and summer f our military lives is nostalgic.  

America's leaders faith and trust in God prayed us through epic 
world events--highlighted in spring and summer. Only FDR's 
winter Pearl Harbor response was "off season". He invoked God's 
merciful mantel over America and her unified efforts to meet and 
defeat our enemies--we did! "Ike"to God for every "D-Day" 
soldier, sailor, airman, Marine, and Coastguardsmen to be 
protected and victorious--they were. General MacArthur prayed to 
the Lord throughout the Pacific campaigns and finally over the 
surrender proceedings in Tokyo Bay. His will be done.  

The Korean "Police Action" and Southeast Asia Wars ended in the 
summer of 1953 and 1973 respectively. Perhaps the springtime 
blossoms and summertime growth are signs of God's mysterious 
ways. We'll have to wait and see. 

However, Frick,Bird, Bartee, and Benane know the unique 
coincidence with the seasons These fellow veterans have left us 
within the past year. Several spouses have also checked out or, 
"checked in", if you like. 

As I write you we have many MOAA comrades and wives who are 
in need of a call, card, visit, and most of all a prayer. Please share 
the name of any MOAA member who is infirm, in rehab, and 
undergoing  surgery or recovery. our interest and response will be 
discrete and appropriate, I assure you. 

Finally, this reminder to all Americans: only two defining forces 
have ever offered to die for you--the Lord and the American G.I. 
One died for your soul--the other for your freedom. 

Yours, His 

Howard Pierson 
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Scam Targets Vets 

The VA reports that a reprehensible scam is targeting veterans. 

Scammers are calling VA beneficiaries under the guise of a 
phony "Patient Care Group". The caller claims that VA 
prescriptions are being administered by this company. 

The scammers ask for personal information, including credit 
card information, claiming that this is necessary for the 
beneficiary to keep receiving prescriptions through the VA. 

This is completely bogus. The VA does not call vets and ask 
them to disclose personal information over the phone, and the 
VA hasn't changed any prescription dispensing rules. Be safe. 
Never give out personal information to any unsolicited phone 
caller 

Free Preventive Care Coming �Starting September 1, DoD 
will waive copayments for some preventive services for 
TRICARE beneficiaries under age 65.  

More specifically, copays will be dropped for screenings for 
colorectal, breast, cervical, and prostate cancer. 
Immunizations and well-child visits for children under age six 
also will be free of any copays.  

Although the implementation date is September 1, 2009, the 
law makes the free coverage retroactive for qualifying services 
received on or after October 14, 2008. Beneficiaries who were 
charged a copayment or deductible for any of those services 
since Oct. 14, 2008 can file a claim for reimbursement through 
their TRICARE contractor - but any such retroactive claim 
can’t be filed before September 1st.  

 

 
Getting Involved 

 
 
The monument in the photograph is the monument situated at 
the Marin County Civic Center. It is a most fitting  
 memorial to the spirit, sacrifice, and commitment of the 
American people. A proposal has been made and accepted by 
the County Board of Supervisors to place a black granite 
memorial remembrance ,as pictured, adjacent present 
structures. The new addition will be dedicated to those 
servicemen and women  who sacrificed greatly to protect our 
country. A major fund raising effort is currently taking place 
to  bring this proposal about. Contributions may be made to: 
The Monument, Marin Veterans, PO Box 1328, 
Novato, Calif. 94948-1328 
 
The Blue Star Mothers of Marin; honorary members of our 
chapter; current activities:��� 9-12-09 we had our Care Package 
Party.  We sent 150 boxes and 150 cooling scarves to the 
troop in Afghanistan and Kuwait.  We sent things like 
shampoo, toothbrushes and paste, magazines, books, playing 
cards, diaper wipes, soap, body wash, chapstick, candy, 
instant oatmeal, coffee, fruit snacks, ramen, gum, tea, energy 
bar�����Ongoing volunteer work at the VA hospital which 
includes donating books and magazines and time,  to take out 
the book cart to the outpatient waiting rooms.  Taking out the 
coffee cart to the outpatient waiting rooms.  Taking the 
Hospitality Cart to the nurses stations at various inpatient 
hospital locations and to the nursing home��The Blue Stars 
would greatly appreciate volunteers to aid them in the 
assembly and packaging of the items that they send to the 
troops overseas. Monetary donations would be great value as 
they pursue their efforts. To contact the organization : Rima 
Hardy Vice President-Blue Star Moms of Marin Chapter 24 : 
415-465-2883 or vp@bluestarmomsofmarin.org�
�
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Gleanings 
Marin County Chapter 

Military Officers Asso. America 
P O Box 6851-0851 

San Rafael, Calif. 94903 
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Nonprofit  Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 
San Rafael, Calif. 94903-0851 

Permit 187�

 
 
 

 
 
 

��	�����������
����	�
����������
��������
��������������������
����

�������������������� �����!����� �"�#�$%$&'(&����
����)�����*%��+��$,(��%��

������������-����)��
�����������
�%�����
��

 
Marin County Chapter 

Programmed Meetings for 2009 
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Hugo V. Gundry. USN  �

 
 

Board meeting 
 

11 November 
 

Board meetings take place 
at 1400 hours at the Marin 
National Guard Armory 

Everyone welcome to 
attend. 

 
Luncheon Meeting 

 
7 October 

 
9 December Annual 

Christmas celebration 
 

Luncheon meetings take 
place at 
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Coming events 

The Alameda County Chapter, MOAA is planning a stimulating and 
pertinent meeting on Tuesday November 10, 2009 at the Point Welcome 
Room, Building 4, Coast Guard Island, Alameda, CA.  Speaker will be 
Research Professor Thomas Johnson from the Naval Postgraduate 
School, Monterey, CA. Just returned from Afghanistan and is anxious 
to share his new series of insights based on his observations. This will be 
a joint meeting with CALMOAA Areas 1 and 2.Cost for Regular and 
Auxiliary Members will be $15.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


