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Marin County Chapter
The Military Officers Association of America
Post Office Box 6851 San Rafael, CA. 94903-0851
Tel. (415) 472-2353
An affiliated chapter of National MOAA for 43 years

"Our country In her intercourse with foreign nations may she alwaysbe in the right; but right or wrong, our
country” Commodore Stephen Decatur.
Capt Mark Shafer, USN. retired;
President
December 2007

***Presidents Message***
This is our last newsletter for 2007 so | am taking this opportunity to thank all ghieicb#ficers,
directors, and members for your great support. Thank you for bringing fellmersffwives, and
widows to our luncheons. Thank you for introducing new members to our fraternity and mgreasi
average meeting attendance. More importantly, thank you for reelectiagaimefor 2008; | am
honored. We will have the same team in chapter management plus a new 3rd VP dd&teiter, and
a new director, 1stLt Greg Allen. We welcome these young officers to thagement team.

On 16 October | attended the Contra Costa MOAA chapter meeting at the Bouaéasy@C. in
Walnut Creek. The national Director of Council and Chapter Affairs, COL bhegé, and his wife,
Janet, were special guests. In Lee's presentation, he mentioned thatel8&r@ersons on the
headquarters staff in 12 departments representing 360,000 members. He saidvigyedfective in
legislative support for all services and all grades, reserve, guard,taredcatty in addition to supporting
408 chapters and members world-wide. He said our national percentage activerdbgrshe is 18%
which he would like to increase; there has been some discussion about possibly includmyES a
National MOAA supports our plan to have a joint Bay Area meeting in 2008 for the seveh Area
chapters aboard the USS HORNET in July, August, or September. Our chaptekedaaoordinate
the meeting so | am looking for a nationally recognized speaker since weokligilgly have 200 - 300
attendance. | initially thought of Senator Dianne Feinstein who has alwpysrted the military and, of
course, the governor. However, several members advised me to avoid politicians.

| read an article by Michael Novak in The American Spectator regatiointfsreatest Threat to Liberty
on Earth", i.e., Islamic terrorism. He said, "This political movementibyefierce resentment of what
its members perceive to have been five centuries of subservience to moeaity Mfestern societies,
whose sole temporary advantage is superior technology.” "lran cannot allwsvatlitary enemy, Iraq,
succeed with a new democratic experiment; that would quickly destalsliaet much-hated
dictatorship." "There are many in the West today who do not see Islamo¥fascesthreat.” "They der
that the West is now engaged in the most deadly form of warfare that it has everdaoes,the most
stealthy and relentless foe." Most of us in MOAA understand, but we should takepperfunity

to help others.

| look forward to seeing you at our Christmas dinner-dance at the Four Poirdaso8lan the evening of
Wednesday 12 December. On behalf of the management team, we wish you alvistnyaS and
Happy Holidays.

[0

y



Roll qul

To better acquaint us with our fellow members we wi run short
biographies of our membership. Everyone is invitedo submit a
brief outline of their past. Space permitting we wi publish more
than one. Please forward your info to:
Ted Cohen, 15 Mt Wittenburg Ct. San Rafael, Ca. 943B///or by
email to thcohen@msn.com

Look forward to hearing from you.

LtCol Howard Pierson

Born in New Jersey 1927. Left high school for theevilin WII.
Served on the battleship USS lowa. Returned to tatmpigh
school upon honorable discharge. Attended Univedsit
Alabama on a football scholarship. ROTC commisdi®s].
Pilot wing 1952 first assignment on B-29s during Korea
“Police Action”. Back to the States for Bombardiavigator
training to fly the SAC nuclear B-47 and B-52 bomshéuring
the Cold War.
In between volunteer combat tours in Vietnam, Comuariailot
Pierson instructed student pilots in T-38’s at Grair Force
Base, Alabama and Reese Air Force Base. In Viethan,
assignments included flying with U,S Air Force srdind as
operations advisor to the Vietnamese and Royal Ahai
Forces. As commander of the “nail” Forward Air Quoliers, he
was the last to fly out of Cambodia when U.S. suppo
terminated on 15 August 1973.
Graduated from three institutions, associate psofieat four
colleges and universities. He has been named taithe
Commando Hall of Fame. His combat decorations oeline
Airman Medal of Valor, three Distinguished FlingaSses,
three Bonze Stars, 39 Air Medals, and the Meritesi8ervice

Medal, the Viethamese Gallantry Cross and mangtessards.

LtCol Pierson is married to Gilberta Guth Pierslortheir
combined family they have eight children, 12 grdilditen and
a great granddaughter.

To add to his many accomplishments LtCol Piersanrbaently
been appointed Chaplain for the Forward Air Cotérol
Association.
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Marin Chapter MOAA

WhereasCol Jack Potter, a person of
distinguished military and public service devote
many arduous hours of endeavor to the
formulation of a most outstanding annual
Veteran's Day ceremony.

Whereas: Col Potter liaisons closely with the
many veterans groups here in Marin County.
Whereas: Col Potter, aided by his most graciou
wife Marie, exhibit their extreme dedication to t
remembrance of our Veterans.

Be it resolved:that it is with greatest and most
sincere pleasure to commend Col Potter for hig
exemplary display of responsible service to the
community on Veteran’s Day and convey a mo
sincere best wishes and gratitude for a job well
done.

Veterans' Day (formerly Armistice Day)
November 11, is the anniversary of the Armistice which
was signed in the Forest of Compiegne by the Allies
and the Germans in 1918, ending World War I, after

four years of conflict.
In November of 1919, President Woodrow Wilson
issued his Armistice Day proclamation.

It was not until 1938 that Congress passed a bill that
each November 11 "shall be dedicated to the cause of
world peace and ...hereafter celebrated and known as

Armistice Day."

That same year President Franklin D. Roosevelt
signed a bill making the day a legal holiday in the
District of Columbia.

In Emporia, Kansas, on November 11, 1953, instead
of an Armistice Day program, there was a Veterans'
Day observance. Ed Rees, of Emporia, was so
impressed that he introduced a bill into the House to
change the name to Veterans' Day. After this passed,
Mr. Rees wrote to all state governors and asked for
their approval and cooperation in observing the
changed holiday. The name was changed to Veterans'
Day by Act of Congress on May 24, 1954. In October
of that year, President Eisenhower called on all citizens
to observe the day by remembering the sacrifices of all
those who fought so gallantly, and through rededication
to the task of promoting an enduring peace. The
President referred to the change of name to Veterans'

Day in honor of the servicemen of all America's wars.
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TRICARE Formulary Update Announced

Week of August 20, 2007

TRICARE announced the placement of 17 additiona|

non-formulary (or third tier), medications on the
TRICARE Uniform Formulary. For a complete list of
medications, their formulary status and where they a
available, visit thé&cormulary Search TooBeneficiaries
can ask providers if establishing medical necessity for|
third-tier medication is appropriate; and the forms an

criteria are available on tHERICARE website

Beneficiaries may find more information on the
TRICARE Retail Pharmacy and locations, and the
TRICARE Mail Order Pharmacyhey may also call 866
363-8779 for the retail pharmacy or 866-363-8667 for

mail order pharmacy.
To learn more about TRICARE, visit
www. military.com/benefits/tricare

Fall is the Time For Flu Shots

Fall is the best time to get the flu vaccination in the Un
States. This gives the body a chance to build up immu
before the winter flu season. TRICARE beneficiaries

should check with their local military treatment facility ¢
primary care manager to find out when and where they
offer the flu vaccine. TRICARE will cover the flu shot fg
beneficiaries as long as it is administered in a doctor's
office. For more information about influenza visit the

Centers for Disease Control aRcevention's Seasonal F
website. More information about your TRICARE benef
is available on the TRICARE websitevatvw.tricare.mil

COLA Watch

The vast majority of military retirees will see a 2.3%
COLA, effective December 1, 2007. It will first appear i
the January pay checks.

Treasurer’s report
Membership ...245
YTD 2007 revenue $13,904
YTD 2007 expenses.$14,230
General Fund. $9,451
JROTC Scholarship. As of 31 Oct, $1,910
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Commission Decides on Survivor Benefits and
Concurrent Receipt

The Veterans' Disability Benefits Commission (VDBGgt in
Washington, D.C., to tentatively decide on two hygiebated

I’topics: survivor benefits and concurrent receipt.

The commission expressed strong support for widmwes
I'vidowers by endorsing an end to the deduction gfddeency
and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) from Survivor Bnelan

t[@P) annuities, a position MOAA has pushed forgea
d

Yet when the discussion turned to concurrent rectip

commission was deadlocked over extending concureseipt

to disabled service members who had their caregrshort
-before reaching 20 years of service.

the
The Commission also validated years of effort by AMCand
The Military Coalition and recommended an end ® th
deduction of VA disability compensation from miliyeretired
pay, at least for members with more than 20 yebssiwice.
Specifically, the commission proposed expandingjlality for
Concurrent Retirement and Disability Pay (CRDPietiirees
tadho have 10- to 40-percent disability ratings anglementing
nityl payment immediately (putting an end to the oing 10-
year phase-in period.) But MOAA was disappointesl th
fCommission was deadlocked, by a six-six vote, darekng
concurrent receipt rules to members forced intoioa¢d
) IJetirement before attaining 20 years of servican@issioner
Maj. Gen. William Matz, USA-Ret., and CommissioBertch
Joeckel, USMC-Ret., voiced strong support for isicdn of
"Chapter 61" retirees (the chapter of law covenmilitary
Wlisability retirement), telling other commissionénat failure to
tSupport this fix will give the impression that tbemmission has
disregarded the cause of wounded service membaiatianal
Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, Md., Walter Raedy
Medical Center in Washington, D.C, and other militaospitals
who face premature medical retirement.

Both men urged the commission to reconsider tiheiusion.
MOAA couldn't agree more.
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Message from Chapter Treasurer

CHAPTER DUES-2008
Statements were mailed in mid October. Your lodzditer
dues (Regular $20 and Auxiliary $1&e due novand
delinquent in January.
So far 101 (41%) have already submitted their chealso
received $696 in JROTC scholarship donations!! kKean
DO NOT send National dues, they will bill you ditei€
applicable on your anniversary.
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Marin County Chapter MOAA
Officers and Directors 2007
Capt USN Mark Shafer President 479 0382 Lt Col USAF Vincent Clarke Dir 892(591¢
Col USA Gail Penfield VP 897 7929 Lt Col USAF William Palmer Dir 897 6736
Mrs. Pauline O'Brien- DelLury VP 454 739[7 Col USAF Robert Vrastil Dir 892 9393
Lt Col USA Paul Eldering Treasurer 472 2353 CDR USN Jack Hulbert Dir 4922121
Lt Col USA Paul Eldering Secretary 472 2353 Maj. USA Wallace Fenn Dir 883[593%
Lt Col USAF Howard Pierson Chaplain 893 1862 °'LtlUSA Charles King Dir 456 2650
Col USA Jack Potter Past Pres. 472 71677 Col Russell Wallace USA Dir 388 78:
Lt Col USA Theodore Cohen Editor 479 7010 CDR John Sammons USPHS Dir...... 897 584
Meeting 12 December 2007 Programmed Chapter luncheon meeting
Four Points Hotel dates for 2008
Terra Linda FEB 13
Dinner 7 pm APR 9
Social Hour 6 pm AJLlJJ(l;\l 115*
Marin Rooms 1&2 LUNCHEON PROPOSED JOINT MEETING USS
Menu for Dinner HORNET
Roaster Tri-Tip, with wild mushroom sauce and garlic OCT 8
mashed potatoes DEC 10
Or Board Meetings
Grilled Petite Salmon, with lemon caper sauce and JAN 9
buttermilk mashed potatoes MAR 12
Both entrees include, Sourdough Rolls, Vegetables “f']GT_ 13
Chef Choice Dessert, Coffee and Tea SEP 10
Cost $40 per person NOV 12
For reservations please call All board meetings take place at 1300 hours
Wally Fenn 883 5935 at the Marin Civic Center National Guard
Reservations must be received by 5 December 2007} Armory. Everyone welcome to attend.
Please be advised that if you make reservations and o  The above dates are posted for your planning
not attend you are obligated for the cost of the meal. | convenience. Programs will be posted when confirmed




