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  February 2008   NEWSLETTER 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  
This month I have two requests.  One is selfish – 
for the Chapter that is, the other more honorable. 
 
First, the more honorable request: Most of us make 
New Years resolutions.  Them many of us break 
them.  If your list of resolutions can accommodate 
one more, perhaps you would consider adding 
another.  As I look at my fellow members I see 
individuals who have been fortunate to take the 
opportunities they found and work hard and be rewarded in many ways.  I propose that 
we all make a resolution to do something during this year for the benefit of a military 
person – whether it is a retired person, a veteran or someone currently serving.  Several 
ideas come to mind 

· Write a letter or send a card to a service member serving in a combat zone 
· Send a phone card or care package 
· Visit someone at the VA hospital in Long Beach or one of the other hospitals 

in this area 
Mrs. Viola Whitlow would probably happily make a suggestion regarding other good 
deeds for veterans.  Blue Star Mothers collect items for shipment to men and women in 
the armed forces.  Perhaps you know someone who would enjoy our dinner meeting – 
issue an invitation.  Notice how I just slipped in this last suggestion. 
 

These are just thoughts that come to mind quickly; no doubt each of you can think of 
something that you can do and would enjoy sharing with the rest of us.  The holidays 
may be past but the sentiment of giving they inspire doesn’t have to follow the 
calendar.  One of my mottos is that we receive by giving.  Please think about my words 
and jot down a few ideas that you can pass along to me at the next meeting.  I promise 
to share these with our members. 
 

Now for a more selfish request:  In the spirit of sharing, I make a request regarding 
our Newsletter.  Some of us have an email address but we haven’t provided it to the 
chapter.  So, I am asking for everyone who has email to send your email address to 
me at pdabbieri@hotmail.com. Let me know in your email to me if we may send our 
Newsletter by email instead of mailed so we can save the cost of printing and stamps. 
However, if you still prefer a hard copy of the newsletter, let me know and we will 
send it to you both by email and by regular mail. Try email – you might like it.  Email 
contact offers several other benefits; one involves the opportunity to share information 
on a timely basis; but mostly, getting your Newsletter by email only saves the cost of 
printing and postage and helps the chapter financially. 
 

Although we did not have a January “First Tuesday” luncheon, we will be meeting 
again on February 5 at our usual location. 
Pete Dabbieri 



 

“First Tuesday”  
Luncheon 

 
Tuesday,  February 5  
Social  @1100 a.m.   
Lunch  @1130 a.m. 
 
LIDO DI MANHATTAN 
Manhattan Marketplace 
1550 Rosecrans Ave.  
Between Aviation Blvd.  
and Sepulveda Blvd. 
 
Business Casual 
Fixed price menu 
(6 or 8 choices) 
 
Pay at the Door 
 
Please do not send 
membership checks to 
Robin. 
 
Membership checks should 
go to Col. Gail Edwards,  
240 Via Circula, Redondo 
Beach, 90277.

 
Friday, February 15, 2008    DINNER  RESERVATIONS   
Make your check to MOAA.  Mail to: Mrs. Robin Mitchell, 2112 West 166th Street, 
Torrance, CA 90504-1906, Phone 310-327-5345 
 

Please reserve dinners:  Regular ____    Fish ____    Salad Bar ____ 

Your name  __________________Guest Name_________________ 

Pls check if: Your Birthday __ Spouse Birthday ___ Anniversary __ 

Telephone number       ____________________________________ 

 Address sticker: Please attach an address sticker to the reservation slip 
 
 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
DINNER MEETING:      
Ports O'Call Restaurant,     Berth 76, Port of Los Angeles 
Attitude Adjustment Period, 6:30 p.m.     Dinner  7:15 p.m. 
$22.00 If you make your reservation by Tuesday before the dinner 
$24.00 At the door without a reservation.  
 
Menu:  Greek Salad, Lamb with mint jelly, Rice Pilaf, and 
Chocolate Cake for Desert.  Fish or Selections from the Salad Bar 
may be substituted for the regular menu if it is indicated in advance.  
It may not be ordered at the door. 
 
Checks are not cashed until after you attend the dinner.  If you have 
sent a check and then have to cancel, your check will not be cashed 
until you are able to attend. We prefer that you make your 
reservations by mail, but will accept reservations by phone.  

 
                          

                   
                         FEBRUARY  
                DINNER PROGRAM 
.   

.  
Our “New” Room on the first floor of Ports O’ Call 

 
 

                   Andreas "Andy" Kostelas 
 
Andy is a musician from the Big Band era and, 
later worked in the Hollywood studios making 
music for many movies and radio shows. 
He brings with him his Alto Saxophone and 
pictures and experiences in the music business 
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Other Notes: 
 
Officer Induction  
Our past president, CDR Don Mitchell USN (Ret.) 
inducted our officers for 2008 at our January dinner 
meeting.   
 

 
 
From L. to R.: Secretary John Moriarty, Treasurer Gail Edwards, 3rd  
VP Robin Mitchell, 2nd VP Paul Leo, Pres Pete Dabbieri 
 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  
By George Thompson 
 
The Senate Veterans Affairs committee heard testimony this 
week from LTG. James Scott, USA Retired, Chairman of the 
Veteran's Disability Benefits Commission and several 
veterans’ service organizations.  The majority of the testimony 
and questioning by chairman Daniel Akaka (D) of Hawaii and 
ranking member, Richard Burr (R) NC, focused on three 
specific issue areas:  compensation for loss of quality of life, 
modernizing ratings under the VASRD; and the signature 
injuries of the current conflict: Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD) and Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI).   
  
In his opening statement, Senator Burr provided insight on a 
bill "in the works." that would revamp the disability systems 
for both DOD and VA.  "The intent of the bill would be to get 
DOD out of the business of assigning disability ratings; to 
require that the entire (outdated) rating schedule be replaced 
by a modern schedule; and to compensate veterans for loss of 
quality of life."   
  
In January MOAA's CDR Rene Campos, USN Ret. attended a 
House Veterans Affairs Subcommittee on Health hearing at 
which several members of the full committee and 
subcommittee discussed bills they had introduced that were 
aimed at fixing unresolved issues in the VA Health Care 
System.    A number of veterans' service organizations and 
VA Health Administration officials were also present to give 
their perspective on the bills, which addressed a broad range 

of issues, such as emergency care, health care staffing, 
suicides and mental health, traumatic brain injury (TBI) care 
in rural areas, and care for women veterans. 
  
Wednesday, January 30th, a group of military widows will 
get their day in federal court, pressing their case that a 
December, 2004, law-change should have awarded them full 
payment of military SBP in addition to the Dependency and 
Indemnity Compensation they received from the VA 
because military service caused their husbands’ deaths.  
Subsequent government legal review of the House Veterans' 
Affairs Committee language indicated the 2004 law change 
didn't in fact make this change. And now three widows are 
taking the Government to court.   

CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR’S BUDGET CUTS TO 
IMPACT OPERATIONS : 

The California State Legislature returned to 
Sacramento and resumed the 2007-2008 Legislative 
Session on January 7.  

STATE BUDGET:  
The major news during the first week was the release 
by the Governor of his draft budget for 2008-2009, and 
his proposed budget changes for the current year, 2007-
2008. The following are two quotes from his budget 
message: 

“Two challenges require our immediate attention as we 
begin 2008. First, we must close a shortfall of $3.3 
billion in the current fiscal year (2007-2008), which 
will grow to $14.5 billion next year without swift and 
decisive action. And second, we must take steps to 
avoid a potential shortfall in the state’s cash reserves 
this July and August, and potentially in March.” 

“… I propose to reduce spending by implementing a 
10-percent across-the-board reduction to nearly every 
General Fund program, and to have those reductions 
take effect on March 1st. While these reductions are 
unquestionably difficult and challenging, this across-
the-board reduction approach is designed to protect 
essential services by spreading reductions as evenly as 
possible, so that no individual program is singled out 
for severe reductions. I am today proclaiming a fiscal 
emergency and calling for a special session of the 
Legislature to begin early implementation of these 
necessary budget reductions.” 

The declaration of the fiscal emergency and calling of 
the special session are key items of this message. With 
this action by the Governor, the Legislature now has 45 
days to come up with proposed legislation that 
addresses the emergency and to pass it with a two-
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thirds vote of both houses. Failure to do this will mean 
that the Legislature will have to put a halt to all other 
business until such budget legislation is passed. Based on 
experience with the adoption of the current budget last 
year, it would be expected that the Legislature would 
have an extremely difficult time meeting this deadline. 

While there are very many details in the proposals that 
the Governor sent to the Legislature, most of them are 
well covered by the media. The major part of the 
proposals involve the across-the-board 10 percent cut in 
expenditures. The following is a summary of the specific 
details for veterans’ programs:  

Military Department Education Benefit Program - 
The Governor’s Budget includes $1.8 million General 
Fund and 0.9 position to establish an education benefit 
program for members of the Guard to improve retention 
of Guard members and their respective skill sets, thereby 
providing a more experienced, effective reserve force. 

The major budget reductions include: 
A decrease of $700,000 in 2007-2008 and 1.4 million 
and 8.6 positions in 2008-2009 for the Office of the 
Adjutant General which will impact the Department’s 
ability to render appropriate military honors for 
California’s deceased veterans. 

Department of Veterans Affairs                                   
The Budget includes General Fund reductions of $1.8 
million and 18.3 positions in 2007-08 and $19.4 million 
and 118.5 positions in 2008-09. 

The major reductions for 2007-08 include: A decrease of 
$2.8 million ($1.7 million General Fund and $1.1 million 
Other Fund) and 17.8 positions will be achieved by 
maintaining the census in the Memory Care Unit at the 
Veterans Home in Yountville at 40 members. 

The major reductions for 2008-09 include:  A decrease of 
$18.7 million and 115 positions at the Veterans Homes 
which will be achieved by maintaining the Memory Care 
Unit at the Veterans Home in Yountville at 40 beds and 
by maintaining the Skilled Nursing Facility census at 180 
beds; by offering private rooms to Residential Care For 
the Elderly members at the Veterans Home at Chula 
Vista; by postponing the opening of the Adult Day 
Health Care units at the Veterans Homes in Ventura 
County; by delaying the staffing for the pre-activation 
phase at the Veterans Homes in Redding and Fresno; and 
by removing the VistA component from the Enterprise 
Wide-Veteran Home Information System project. 

A decrease of $523,000 and 1 position will impact 
outreach efforts and local assistance to the County 
Veteran Service Offices.  Also, the Secretary stated that 
although official travel was being severely curtailed 
throughout all departments, he intended to continue 
contacts with the veterans community and would be 
attending the meeting of the State Commanders 
Veterans Council on January 26 in Fresno.) 

Bill Manes, Legislative Officer 
California State Commanders Veterans Council 

2008 MEMBERSHIP DUES:   
Please pay your 2008 membership dues now.  A 
convenient renewal form is provided at the end of this 
newsletter.  Please be sure to indicate so if you are a 
member of the National MOAA organization.   
 
January Meeting Revisited: 
Our January dinner meeting presented us with several 
changes.  First, we were in a smaller, more intimate room 
with easier access to the bar area and to the restrooms.  The 
comments I heard indicate satisfaction with the new venue.  
A second difference was the guest/member speakers who 
shared autobiographical information with us.  We tried this 
for the first time because some members suggested it as an 
alternative to outside speakers.  Again, the result seems to 
have been a great success and on the strength of that, I 
propose we use the same format about quarterly.  Don’t be 
bashful or modest; who wants to be added to the list of 
upcoming speakers? 
 

 
 
  The first of the “Meet the Member” live interview series. 
          L to R:  Dick Mills,  Pete Dabbieri, Bud Jerman 
 
Each presented a different view of life in the military in a 
matter-of-fact manner that permitted questions.    
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Bud captivated his audience 
while he recounted a number of 
his exciting exploits serving as 
“Pilot Extraordinaire” and 
“Maverick Par Excellence” on 
many different duty stations.  
 
Dick, our patient photographer 
and web site creator, 
demonstrated some of the skills 
he learned in the military and 
fascinated us with his 
recounting of the time he was 
tasked to build a radio station 

with neither funding nor equipment supplied. Perhaps he 
should be known as “The Great Communicator” as well as the 
“Comshaw Kid”.    
 
Both related experiences that were extraordinary.  Had they 
not offered to share with us, we would never have known of 
them. 
 
Chapter Online: Visit us on our Web Site: 
www.southbaymoaa.org.  It will improve each 
month and we would like your inputs.  Tell us what you 
would like to have available on the site. 
 
New WEB Site on the way: 
Dick Mills, our Webmaster, is working on a new chapter 
WEBSITE.  The cost to the chapter will be less than the 
present site. When the "build" is complete we will notify 
all of you in the NEWSLETTER 
 
HAPPY BITHDAY TO MEMBERS & SPOUSES 
BORN IN February: Your Chapter Executive Committee 
congratulates you and extends to the following a cordial 
invitation to join us in February at our dinner-meeting at the 
Ports O'Call Restaurant and receive complimentary tickets 
for the "drawing" and the best wishes of your fellow 
members in the BEST LITTLE CHAPTER IN MOAA. 
 
Albert  Lehendro      John  Dieken   Mickey Kelbaugh 
Barbara  Barger        Lee  Posluszny          Richard Mills 
Fidel  Schmitz        Lore  Peck                Viola Whitlow 
Ivy  Egger        Lucy  McDaniel   William Davis 
James Mefford         Maggie  Baumann   William Mcneeley 
James Shelton          Marybelle  Hoenig    William Moore 
       William Newell 
  
If you (or you spouse) have a birthday this month please 
check the birthday box on your Dinner Reservation slip. Also, 
if you have a wedding anniversary please check the 
anniversary box. If any errors are found please inform your 
Editor (562-431-7875). 
 

.MOAA RECRUITING:   Please find and use the 
new combined Chapter and National MOAA 
membership form that is part of this newsletter.   
Bringing a new member to the Chapter and to our 
national MOAA is worth $10 each to our chapter. 
 
By recruiting 10 new members, we will get not only  
$100 but also a $100 bonus that will add up to $200. 
National is offering a free, one-year membership to 
active duty personnel.  We are doing the same. 
 
MOAA Online :  If you are not already signed up, go 
to www.moaa.org to get the latest on your rights and 
benefits.  As CDR Don Mitchell pointed out at our 
April dinner meeting, the site has some very important 
survivor planning tools of which we all should take 
advantage. 
 
Ride Sharing:  If you are a member who would like 
to attend our dinner meeting, but are unable to drive 
here, please call our Ride Chairman, LTC Maurice 
Keller at 310-541-3703.  He will try to arrange for your 
dinner meeting transportation with another member. 
 
RAFFLE & POT O'GOLD  

The January raffle winners were:    Jim Shelton 
    Bill McNeeley          Sheri Thompson 
 Maggie Baumam         Harry Axelrod 
 
We draw two names for the Pot O’Gold. The members 
whose names are drawn will be awarded two free 
dinners to any future dinner. January Pot O'Gold 
winners were not present. Remember that members 
must be present to win. 
 
February Board Meeting: The next meeting of 
the Chapter Board will be 5:30 PM on Friday, Feb 15, 
at Ports O’Call Restaurant in the Harbor View Room. 
 
 
CHANGE OF STATUS NOTIFICATION  
If you know of a member who has passed on, please 
call one of the Chapter officers listed on our letterhead. 
 
Attention: Please send your email address (and cell 
phone number) to our Secretary (johntmor@aol.com) 
and our President (pdabbieri@hotmail,com) so it can 
be included in our Official Use Only database. 
 
 Also please note in the email if you would like to 
receive our Newsletter by mail (i.e. Postal /serve). 
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2008  Membership Application __  �   New Member_    �   Renewal      �   Reinstating__ 
Send this form with a check payable to SP/SB MOAA to: SP/SB Chapter MOAA, PO Box 1041, San Pedro, CA  90733  

Name  ____________________________  Nickname   __________  Branch of service  _______ Rank _____ 
�  Retired   �  Active    �  Reserve    �  National Guard    �  Former   �  Auxiliary (surviving spouse of eligible member) 

Address  ____________________________________________  City _________________ State______ Zip ___________ 

Phone (H)  (______)__________________   (W)  (______)______________________ Cell  (_____)__________________ 

Email  __________________________   Occupation  ______________   Birthday (year optional)  ___________   

Recruited by  __________________________    �  Current MOAA Member (member number _____________________) 

Spouse’s Name ________________________  Birthday (Mo/Day only) __________              TOTAL  _$______________ 
 

Annual dues: check all that 
apply.    NOTE: New Members get 
TWO years for price of one year.   
�   Chapter Membership   $25/year 
�   National Membership  $27/year 
�   Chapter Auxiliary/       $7/year                                                  
Associate 
�   National Auxiliary  $24/year 
�   Active Duty one year   FREE 

I would like to help with:  
  �   Dinners 
  �   Luncheons 
  �   Special Events 
  �   Publicity 
  �   Personal Affairs 
  �   Newsletters 
  �   Arranging for Speakers 
  �   Board of Directors 

  �   Membership / Recruiting 
  �   Treasurer 
  �   Secretary 
  �   Database 
  �   Web Server 
  �   Telephone Tree 
  �   Other ________________

 
 
 
 
 

 

     February Newsletter 
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Moved?  Let us know.  The Post Office will not 
forward Newsletters even if you have submitted 
a "Change of Address" form. 


