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MARCH 2010 NEWSLETTER 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  
 

I would like to thank Peter Dabbieri for 
conducting the February Dinner Meeting 
in my absence. I understand that it was a 
good meeting with an excellent speaker 
recruited by George Thompson. 
          
MOAA conducted a Western Region 
Council and Chapter Leader’s workshop 
in San Luis Obispo on February 5-6,  
2010. Maggie and I drove in torrential rain 
to Santa Maria on Friday the 5th where the storm finally eased up. But when 
arriving at our San Luis Obispo hotel at about 15:00 hours we were unable to 
leave our car for a few minutes because as just after parking another 
downpour welcomed us. Contrary to normal wisdom, which correctly 
specifies slow driving in rain situations, I found that on the freeway, I had a 
difficultly seeing the white road stripes due to the splashing rain so I opted to 
drive in the extreme left lane where the unbroken orange stripe delineated the 
roadway edge.  
An  
That night at dinner we met Chapter leaders from all over California. They 
ranged from Mount Shasta in the north to San Diego in the south. California 
has more MOAA Chapters than any other State and it was well represented at 
the meeting. Saturday morning was completely occupied with the Leaders 
Workshop conducted by Lee Lange, Brancroft McKitterick, Bill Gavitt and 
Karin Manning. Subjects covered were Chapter Organization, Recruiting and 
Retention, Legislative Support, Community Involvement, and Role of 
Auxiliary Membership.  All in all, it was an excellent workshop and a chance 
to interface with National and other Chapter leaders.  
 
The Chapter, for the first time ever in my memory, now has an Auxiliary 
Liaison Officer. Auxiliary members make up twenty per cent of current 
MOAA membership so we are very pleased that Mrs. Dorothy Boland has 
graciously accepted the post. Maria Scuderi thought she could accept the post 
at the January dinner meeting, but because she is still employed it did not 
work out. We wish to thank her for her initial acceptance and hope to see her 
at many more meetings. 
 
Ed Baumann 



  

February’s Dinner  Pictures 
 

 
 

Our 1st VP, George Thompson, 
introducing our speaker 

 

 
 

Our speaker making a “Grand Entrance” 
 
 

 
 

And here’s Angi Proctor, our guest speaker 
 

 
Angi receiving the “Coveted” MOAA Mug

MARCH DIN NER MEETING  
 

Program: AN AMERICAN GLIDER PILOT  
 

Speaker:  Bob Meyer is a Past President of the Rotary Club of the City of 
Orange..   Bob was a. Glider Pilot during WWII and made all four of the 
Airborne Invasions in Europe.  He was one of 12 out of 6,500 pilots to make 
all of the missions: Normandy, Southern France, Holland and the Rhine.  He 
will share some of his military experience in World War II as our guest 
speaker this evening. 
 

Bob graduated from Flight School in 1943 with other Second Lieutenants 
commissioned while most of his class became Flight Officers (one rank 
lower).   Bob believes this was due to his being a Lt. Colonel in his high 
school’s Army R.O.T.C. program. He also received both paratrooper training 
as well as his regular Army Air Force flight instruction.  He wears the blue 
and silver Combat Infantry Badge above his medals – almost unheard of in 
the Air Force! 
 

Bob and his son Ken have helped to send 17,000 boxes of ‘goodies’ to the 
men and women in Iraq and Afghanistan. They have also sent 30,000 DVDs 
and over100 portable DVD players.  In his spare time Bob, working with 
Orange County Freedom Committee has been a guest speaker in over 200 
public schools, Rotary clubs and churches.  Bob’s favorite saying is that only 
the good die young – with that thought mind at 87 Bob has no intention of 
slowing down. 
 
Date:   Friday, March 19, 2010 
 
Location:  Ports O'Call Restaurant 
   Berth 76, Port of Los Angeles 
   San Pedro, CA   90731 
 
Dress:  Business attire or MOAA shirt & jacket 

 
Time:  Attitude Adjustment Period:  6:30 p.m. 

(Entrée selection to be made at check-in.)  
Announcements / Salad  7:00 p.m. 
Speaker then Dinner:   7:15 p.m. 

 
 
Menu: Mixed Green Salad with Balsamic Vinaigrette, 

 
Your choice of:   Marinated Sirloin Steak 

    Breast of Chicken 
    Baked Salmon 

Baby Red Potatoes, Fresh Vegetables, Rolls and Butter   
For Dessert:  Cheesecake, Coffee or Tea 
Selections from the Salad Bar may be substituted as an entrée. 

 
 
DINNER PROCEDURES: 
No need for a reservation – Arrive between 6:30 & 7 PM. 
Pay $25 each at the door, choose an entrée, and then pick up 
your name card and a card indicating your dinner selection 
to be placed on the table where you will sit. 



 

Our Community :     

 
For the Animal Lovers Among Us:  Sunday, 
March 7 marks the first Sunday that the L.A. area animal 
shelters will be open to the public. Each of the six 
shelters is now open seven days a week, Monday-
Thursday, 12:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m., and Friday-Sunday, 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  The Department wants to ensure it 
is using every opportunity to increase pet adoptions. 
“Opening on Sundays gives us an additional opportunity 
to showcase the many wonderful animals at our 
shelters,” said Director, Marcia Mayeda.  Each location 
has a wonderful selection of animals just waiting for a 
new home.  For more information, visit our website, 
http://animalcare.lacounty.gov or stop by your local 
animal shelter. 
 
OTHER NEWS  
 

Some Little Known DOD Facts: Last week 
President Barack Obama issued an executive order 
changing the line of succession at the Defense 
Department, reversing changes made by the Bush 
administration in 2005.  Bush’s order dropped the 
service secretaries several places down on the list, 
replacing them, respectively, by the undersecretaries of 
defense for intelligence, policy and acquisition. 
 
The deputy secretary of defense remains the immediate 
successor if the secretary of defense is unable to perform 
his duties, but the March 1 executive order reinstates the 
three service secretaries – Army, Navy and Air Force, in 
that order – as next in line. 
 
A White House official said the “transition back to the 
historical order of succession” was recommended by 
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates following a review. 
 
Now, if Gates and his deputy, William Lynn, were 
unable to fulfill their duties, Secretary of the Army John 
McHugh would become acting secretary of defense. 
(From DODBuzz.com) 
 
Stop Health Care Fraud  TRICARE protects its 
beneficiaries by working with other government agencies 
and the TRICARE regional health care contractors to 
identify and investigate fraud and abuse. Beneficiaries 
are encouraged to examine their explanation of benefits 
(EOBs) and question anything that may have been 
fraudulently billed.. To report medical fraud or abuse, 
contact the regional contractor's fraud and abuse office, 
call the toll-free number provided on the EOB To report 
pharmacy fraud or abuse, contact Express Scripts at 800-

332-5455. Learn more about the TRICARE fraud 
watch program at the TRICARE website at 
www.tricare.osd.mil/fraud.  (From Military.com) 
 
Prior Authorizations and TRICARE:  
TRICARE requires prior authorization for some 
medical services such as care from a medical 
specialist or special tests.  Because there is no all-
inclusive list of services requiring prior 
authorization, beneficiaries should speak with their 
provider and regional contractor to confirm prior 
authorization before getting care. In most cases, the 
health care provider recommending the procedure 
requests the prior authorization from the regional 
contractor on the beneficiary's behalf.  To verify 
prior authorization, beneficiaries can contact their 
regional contractors:  West Region: 1-888-874-9378.  
(From Military.com) 
 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  
By George Thompson  
 

Where's the Money?     Last week's update 
highlighted the President's appointment of the co-
chairs of a new National Commission on Fiscal 
Responsibility and Reform that will scrutinize all 
government spending for cuts - to include Social 
Security, Medicare, Medicaid, federal/military 
retirement, and other defense and veteran programs, 
as well as options for revenue increases.  
 
That prompted MOAA to do a little preparatory 
research on federal budget trends.  
 
According to the White House Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB), the federal budget 
is expected to grow to $4.4 trillion in 2015 -- a 
seven-fold increase since 1980.  
 
The projected FY2015 defense budget of over $600 
billion shows a roughly similarly pace of growth -- 
about 500% since 1980.  
 
What areas of spending have seen the greatest 
growth since 1980?  
 
OMB's figures highlight Medicare, Social Security, 
and interest on the national debt among the biggest 
areas of growth.  
 
By way of comparison, the Medicare budget was 
only about one-third the size of the defense budget in 
1980. Social Security spending totaled a little less 



 

than the defense budget at that time, and interest on the 
national debt was only about 40 percent of defense 
spending.  
 
By 2015, net interest and Medicare are projected to 
nearly match defense spending, while the Social Security 
budget will cost nearly a third more than defense.  
 
And the disproportional growth in Social Security and 
Medicare will only continue as many more millions of 
baby boomers retire after 2015.  
 
Congress eventually will have to cut many, many 
hundreds of billions from the budget, and the rest of the 
government isn't simply going to be eliminated.  
If Congress is going to have to make hard choices on 
Social Security and Medicare (as it will), then defense 
and military/federal retirees are extremely unlikely to 
escape unscathed.  
 
MOAA's challenge will be to make the case that there's a 
major difference between social welfare programs and 
compensation earned by a career of service and sacrifice 
for the country. 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO MEMBERS & 
SPOUSES BORN IN MARCH:   
Your Chapter Executive Committee congratulates and 
extends to the following a cordial invitation to join us at 
our dinner meeting at the Ports O'Call Restaurant and 
receive complimentary tickets for the "drawing" and the 
best wishes of your fellow members in the BEST 
LITTLE CHAPTER IN MOAA.  
 

   Anne Carter       George Thompson   Henry Dolim 
   John Vance        Liz Laitin                 Margo Argo 
   Marilyn Stosel   Maurice Keller         Ralph Siegfreid 
   Robert Daley     Robert Stratman       Theodore Paulson 
 
RAFFLE  - The February raffle winners were:  

     Charles Kilmer      Don Mitchell     
     Babs Jerman          Bud Jerman (twice) 
The name drawn for the Pot O’Gold was Richard 
Buchbolz who was absent.   
 
The January raffle winners were: 
    Ray Thompson (twice)    Jim Shelton    Tom Whitlow 
The name drawn for the Pot O’Gold was Larry Johnson 
who was absent. 
 
The member whose name is drawn will be awarded two 
free dinners to any future dinner. Remember that 
members must be present to win. 
 

March Board Meeting:  
The next meeting of the Chapter Board will be 5:15 
PM on Friday, March 19th at Ports O’Call 
Restaurant. 
 

RIDE SHARING :   
If you are a member who would like to attend our 
dinner meeting, but are unable to drive here, please 
call our Ride Chairman, LTC Maurice Keller at 310-
541-3703.  He will try to arrange for your dinner 
meeting transportation with another member.  
 
A Little Humor (from a friend):    

REAL SERGEANTS 
1. Can cuss for 10 minutes without ever repeating a  
    word. 
2. Have a spine. 
3. Can play a cherry Lieutenant like a finely tuned 
    instrument. 
4. Can see in the Dark. 
5. Still don't trust the Russians. 
6. Still hate the French. 
7. Don't know how to be politically correct. 
8. Love deployments because there is less paperwork  
   and more "real work." 
9. Can tell you anything you want to know about an  
M1911A1 although they are no longer in the inventory. 
10. Do not fear women in the military. 
11. Still know how to use a buffer. 
12. Can run 5 miles with a hangover. 
13. Believe that they do have a rendezvous with  
     destiny. 
14. Believe that "Nuts" wasn't all that Brigadier 
    General McAuliffe said to the Germans at Bastogne. 
15. Don't know how to use a "stress card". 
16. Idolize John Wayne. 
17. Would have paid money to see Custer getting his  
     clock cleaned. 
18. Really don't like taking s%#t from those who   
      haven't "been there". 
19. Know how to properly construct a field latrine. 
20. Know how to do a daisy chain. 
21. Don't need a GPS to find themselves. 
22. Have enough BDU's in their closet to start a surplus 
      store. 
23. Think that MRE's taste good. (with a little hot  
      sauce) 
24. Are convinced that "wall-to-wall" counseling really  
      works. 
25. Have more time on the front-line than most others  
      have in the chow line. 
26. Know how to make coffee when the measuring  
      scoop goes missing. 
27. Know that it's not good coffee when you can see  
      through it.  



 

Also About Animals: The U.S. WAR DOGS 
MONUMENT:  A new war memorial will pay tribute to 
dogs that have served with U.S. military units in wars. 
The Pentagon’s approval of the location and design 
capped years of work by a Vietnam veteran John 
Burnam who worked with a war dog.  A Vietnam War 
dog handler and president of the, met with military 
officials15 JAN to finalize a design for the nation's first 
national war dog monument at Fort Belvoir, Va. This 
monument is to represent all wars, all services and all 
dogs and their handlers of all wars.  The military has 
used dogs since World War II as scouts, trackers and 
guards. Dobermans landed with U.S. forces at Iwo Jima, 
while German shepherds helped liberate Sicily. During 
the Korean War, dogs served as sentries. Several 
thousand dogs served in Vietnam as trackers and scouts. 
Dogs have played an integral part in the War on Terror. 
In Iraq and Afghanistan, U.S. forces use dogs to detect 
roadside bombs or hidden weapon caches, often saving 
the lives of U.S. and NATO troops.  
 
The memorial will be about 100 square feet. At its center 
will stand a bronze statue of a dog handler surrounded by 
statues of the four most common war dog breeds: 
Doberman pinscher, German shepherd, Labrador 
retriever and Belgian malinois. A granite wall etched 
with war dog images and history will be placed behind 
the statues. For more information on the foundation  and 
the monument refer to www.jbmf.us  [From: Kansas city 
InfoZine Erich Hiner 24 Feb 2010) 
 
Change of Status Notification: 
If you know of a member who has passed on, please call 
one of the Chapter officers listed on our letterhead. 
 
Attention:  
Please send your email address (and cell phone number) 
to our Secretary (pdabbieri@gmail,com) so it can be 
included in our Official Use Only database. 
 
Also please note in the email if you would like to receive 
our Newsletter by mail (i.e. Postal service). 

Other 2010 Events Scheduled:   
 

March       - Final call for dues prior to Roster 
printing 

April         -  2010 Roster distribution 
May          -  JROTC Scholarships awarded 
 -  Armed Forces day May 15th 
 -  Memorial Day May 31 
August       -  Dress Code “Hawaiian” 
                   -  Board Appoints Nomination 

 Committee 
September  -  Call for Charitable donations for US 

Vets at Village Cabrillo 
October       -  Committee seeks nominations 
November   -  Committee seeks nominations 
 -  Veterans Day November 11 
December   -  Christmas Party Sunday,  December 5 

      -  Membership votes for 2011 Board 
 
JROTC:  - Each year we undertake a number of 
major community service projects. One of which is 
an annual award we present to distinguished 
ROTC/JROTC cadets in area colleges and high 
schools.  This year we would like to award a $500 
scholarship, a MOAA certificate and a medal to the 
deserving recipient of the JROTC units at four of our 
local high schools in San Pedro, Torrance and 
Redondo Beach.  Additionally, we award a medal 
and a certificate to a member at the Loyola 
Marymount College ROTC unit.  The individual’s 
unit commander, who coordinates the selection and 
presentation with us, selects the recipient. 
 
To be eligible for an award, a candidate must: Be in 
the next-to-last year of an ROTC or JROTC 
program; be in good academic standing; demonstrate 
a high degree of loyalty to the unit, school, and the 
country; and demonstrate exceptional potential for 
military leadership. 
 
Please support this effort with your generous 
contribution.  Use the form below and either give it 
to Gail at one of our social events or mail it to him at 
the address on the form 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2010 JROTC SUPPORT FUND DRIVE:  
I want to help our Chapter support the JROTC High School programs in our area.  Since our Chapter gives $2,000 
in awards - $500 to each of four JROTC units, I am enclosing a check toward this effort for  $____________.  
 
Name:    ______________________________________    Mail To:  Gail Edwards 
Address: ______________________________________        240 Via Circula 

____________________________________       Redondo Beach,  90277 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 
San Pedro/South Bay Chapter     
PO Box 1041             
San Pedro, CA  90733       
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FIRST CLASS MAIL   
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  
Time Sensitive Material 
 
 
 
 
Moved?  Let us know.  The Post Office will not 
forward Newsletters even if you have submitted 
a "Change of Address" form. 
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Our records indicate that your DUES are 
paid through the year noted above your 

name on the address label.   Please renew if 
membership is not paid for 2010. 

 

            
2010  Membership Application __  �   New Member_    �   Renewal*     �   Reinstating 
*  If renewing fill in Name and only information that has changed. 
    Send this form with a check payable to SP/SB MOAA to: SP/SB Chapter MOAA, PO Box 1041, San Pedro, CA  90733  

Name  ____________________________  Nickname   __________  Branch of service  _______ Rank ______ 
�  Retired    �  Active    �  Reserve    �  National Guard    �  Former    �  Auxiliary (surviving spouse)    �  Associate (spouse) 

Address  _______________________________________________  City ______________________ State______ Zip _____________ 

Phone (H)  (_______)__________________     (W)  (_______)______________________      Cell  (_______)_____________________ 

Email (please print)   _____________________________________   Send Newsletter by:   ��� �  email (saves $$)    ��� �  mail      ��� �  Both  

Occupation  _________________________   Birth month  _______  Spouse’s Name ______________________  Birth month _______   

Recruited by  ______________________    �  Current MOAA Member (number ____________________)   TOTAL  $ ____________ 

Annual dues: check all that 
 apply.     
 

�   Chapter Membership   $25/year 
�   National Membership  $31/year 
�   Chapter Auxiliary /     $7/year 
      Associate 
�   National Auxiliary    $27/year 
�   Active Duty               $15/yr   

I would like to help with:  
  �   Dinners 
  �   Luncheons 
  �   Special Events 
  �   Publicity 
  �   Personal Affairs 
  �   Newsletters 
  �   Arranging for Speakers 
�� Board of Directors 

 
  �   Membership / Recruiting 
  �   Treasurer 
  �   Secretary 
  �   Database 
  �   Web Server 
  �   Telephone Tree 
  �   Other ________________ 


