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THE CABLE  ** March 2008

The bimonthly newsletter for:

The San Francisco Chapter of MOAA


The next luncheon meeting of the SF Chapter, MOAA will take place on Saturday, March 8, 2008 at the United Irish Cultural Center, 2700 - 45th Avenue, San Francisco 94116, which is located across the street from the San Francisco Zoo. Please call Steve Barber @ (650) 525-1282 if you have questions or need a ride.

Gathering will start at 11:30AM, followed by lunch at 12noon and our speaker program at about 1PM.  Menu choices are Corned Beef and cabbage or Breast of Chicken with lemon and caper sauce.  Please mail your menu choice(s) and your check, made payable to SF Chapter, MOAA, to P. O. Box 406, Pacifica, CA 94044.  The cost of the luncheon is $25.00 per person. 

Your reservation must be received no later than 12 noon on Wednesday, March 5, 2008. Reservations received after the cut-off time, including those coming in by mail, will be charged a $5.00 per person add-on payable at the door.  Please call Ed Meshinsky, at 650-355-3298, for late reservations.

Your guests, military or civilian, are always welcome!

Meeting Program: “Crimson Tide: They Got It All Wrong”

Our speaker for March will be one of our own members, Capt. Mel Lyman, USN (Ret), who is currently serving our Chapter as Secretary.  Capt. Lyman is a 1964 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy and served in the submarine forces throughout his naval career.  His sea commands included the USS Casimir Pulaski (SSBN 633) and the USS Daniel Boone (SSBN 629), or as said in the common vernacular, “the boomers”.  He also served on various submarine staffs including as the Deputy Commander of Submarine Squadron Eighteen and Deputy Commander of Submarine Group Six, homeported in Port Canaveral, Florida.  He has extensive experience in the supervision of submarine launched ballistic missile tests and from 1985 through 1990 was in charge of oversight on all U.S. Navy and Royal Navy submarine launched ballistic missile tests.

Capt. Lyman’s talk will address how the control of U.S. nuclear weapons has, since their inception, belonged to the President of the United States and releasing one without presidential authority has to be precluded absolutely.  At the same time the U.S. cannot have a system that is so rigid that weapons could not be used even if their employment were legitimately ordered. Capt. Lyman will discuss, in an unclassified presentation, how the command and control of nuclear ordnance is accomplished. His talk will also revolve around his take on the movie, “Crimson Tide” and his written work on this subject, which has gained him an author’s award from the Navy Submarine League. 

This is a “don’t miss it” presentation; please make your reservations now while you are thinking about it!

2008 Chapter Dues & Record Update
This is the final reminder for those of you who pay your Chapter dues on an annual basis and have not done so.  If the Chapter does not hear from you by the March 8 meeting, you will be automatically dropped from our muster list.  Annual dues are $20; lifetime Chapter dues are $100.

For those of you who are lifetime members and have not been to a meeting for a while or have not returned our Application/Dues Form, we would like to see you or hear from you.  As a courtesy, we would like to know if you want to maintain your membership and continue receiving these Cable newsletters or not.  Please, please return the application/dues form included with this newsletter to let us know of your wishes.

Tear-Out letters in February 2008 issue of “Military Officer”
If you have not done so already, please find your February 2008 issue of “Military Officer” magazine and locate the four tear-our letters to four specific congressmen regarding our TRICARE benefits and defense spending limits.  These are important letters that need to be mailed by the end of February, as they pertain to the benefits that we now enjoy and the overall well being of our military.  Just sign (in your best penmanship!), fold (they tell you where to fold the letters), tape, stamp (41¢) and mail.

COME ON, DO SOMETHING!  IT’S IMPORTANT! THESE MAIL-IN CAMPAIGNS DO WORK!
2008 Give-Me-Ten Recruiting Contest
We have asked here in this newsletter in the past, as well as in our regular luncheon meetings, that everyone check your address books for old foxhole mates, wingmen, shipmates and officer-club buddies, who you could call and ask them if they are members of MOAA.  And we ask again. These address books are rich sources for recruiting new memberships, and will bring vital strength to MOAA’s One Powerful Voice theme. Your efforts will also get our Chapter into the running again for achieving the magical number of 10 in 2008.  Please talk with our Vice President, Ed Meshinsky, for the rules and application forms for recruiting active duty, National Guard, Reserves or retired, as they are different.  Thanks and “good hunting”, as they say in active duty recruiting. 

Major Selmar (Bill) Monro, USAR (Ret)
There will be a moment of remembrance at the March meeting for our dear old friend and chapter-member of long-standing Major Bill Monro, who passed away on February 5, 2008 after a long battle with prostrate cancer.  Bill was a loyal attendee at our meetings and a frequent contributor at our Board meetings, where his sage advice and good humor were always welcome.  Bill will be greatly missed by both his immediate and military families.

 Offer still stands 

Free lunch for any member who brings a new Chapter or MOAA applicant to the next meeting.

Need assistance please contact your San Francisco Chapter of MOAA at: (650) 525-1282 or sfchaptermoaa@sbcglobal.net
“Holding the Fort in San Francisco”
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