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   Notes From The 

President: 
 

Salvation Army Tour and 
Lunch 

 

On 16 June seven of us vis-
ited the Salvation Army facil-
ity in Chico.  I, for one, was 
very impressed with the en-
tire operation.  Their in-residence program for helping peo-
ple get their lives together and back on track and their re-
ceipt, sorting, and ultimate disposal (sale, etc) of property 
donations were fascinating. 
The work of the Salvation Army is surely worthwhile.  
Should the opportunity arise for us in the future, I would 
encourage all of you to make this visit.  And I hasten to 
add that lunch was quite good, as well. 

 

Valley-Ridge and MOAA Membership 
 

MOAA has begun a membership campaign to help chap-
ter membership levels as well as membership levels of 
national MOAA.  Our chapter will benefit from increased 
membership, and MOAA and the entire military community 
will benefit from increased MOAA membership – if this 
campaign is successful. 
 

By way of a cover wrap on the July issue of Military Officer 
magazine, MOAA has informed existing members, who 
are currently non-chapter members, where the nearest 
chapter is and encouraged them to join.  MOAA has also 
provided our chapter with a list of potential chapter mem-
bers from their data base.  We will follow up with this list 
and any feedback from the cover wrap. 
 

I know I have mentioned this in past notes, but member-
ship in national MOAA increases MOAA’s voice in Wash-
ington as it works to improve life and benefits for the entire 
military community, not just officers.  Simply by being a 

                                   

        CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sep 15    Luncheon followed by Board Meeting 

Oct 20    Luncheon  followed by Board Meeting 

           SEPTEMBER LUNCHEON 

 
See Reservations on Page 3 

      (Cont’d from previous column) 

member, you add to the strength of MOAA’s voice.  Mem-
bership in national MOAA, among other benefits, includes 
a subscription to the monthly Military Officer magazine. 
This magazine is full of information about what is going on 
in Washington that relates to the military community – 
pending legislation, MOAA’s goals, positions, and efforts 
in support thereof, etc.  The magazine also has consider-
able material on many other subject areas – professional, 
historical, health, finance, etc.  I find it quite informative 
and interesting. 
 

With all this in mind, your Board of Directors strongly en-
courages those chapter members who are not members of 
national MOAA to become members.  Our chapter does 
not require its members to be national members, but we 
definitely encourage it.  If you have questions, please con-
tact Jack Henderson, our interim Membership Chairman, 
or any board member.  
 

Volunteers 
 

An organization such as ours depends on volunteers to 
keep it functioning.  In particular, the positions that we cur-
rently need someone to help with are:  Membership, Pub-
lic Affairs, Legislative Affairs, Historian, and Auxiliary Liai-
son.  If you have questions on any of these, please con-
tact me.  I sincerely hope some of you will be able to help 
out the chapter.  We will cover these positions more fully 
in future newsletters. 
 

Welcoming New Members and Guests 
 

I hesitate to bring this up, but sometime a little “prodding” 
is a good thing – I know it is for me.  I would like to encour-
age all of us to go out of our way to be especially welcom-
ing to new members and guests.  After all, the first impres-
sion that a prospective new member gets will play a large 
part in determining whether he or she will return. 
 

Robert Julian, LTC, USA (ret), President 
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The following article was found on the VA Web site: 
 
Veterans' Medallion Available for Order  
New Option for Marking Veterans' Graves in Private Cemeteries 
 

WASHINGTON (June 29, 2010) - Secretary of Veterans Affairs 

Eric Shinseki announced today that the Department of Veterans 

Affairs (VA) is offering bronze medallions to attach to existing, 

privately purchased headstones or markers, signifying a de-

ceased's status as a Veteran. 

 

"For Veterans not buried in a national or state Veterans ceme-

tery, or those without a government grave marker, VA is pleased 

to offer this option that highlights their service and sacrifices for 

our country," said Secretary Shinseki. 

 

The new item can be furnished instead of a traditional govern-

ment headstone or marker for Veterans whose death occurred on 

or after Nov. 1, 1990, and whose grave in a private cemetery is 

marked with a privately purchased headstone or marker. 

 

Under federal law, eligible Veterans buried in a private cemetery 

are entitled to either a government-furnished grave marker or the 

new medallion, but not both.  Veterans buried in a national or 

state Veterans cemetery will receive a government headstone or 

marker of the standard design authorized at that cemetery. 

 

The medallion is available in three sizes: 5 inches, 3 inches and 1 

½ inches in width.  Each bronze medallion features the image of 

a folded burial flag adorned with laurels and is inscribed with the 

word "Veteran" at the top and the branch of service at the bot-

tom. 

 

Next of kin will receive the medallion, along with a kit that will 

allow the family or the staff of a private cemetery to affix the 

medallion to a headstone, grave marker, mausoleum or colum-

barium niche cover. 

 

More information about VA-furnished headstones, markers 
and medallions can be found at http://www.cem.va.gov/
cem/hm/hmtype.asp.  

VA is currently developing an application form for ordering the 

medallion.  Until it is available, applicants may use the form for 

ordering government headstones and markers, VA Form 40 

1330.  Instructions on how to apply for a medallion are found on 

the VA Web site at www.cem.va.gov/hm_hm.asp. 

 

Veterans with a discharge issued under conditions other than 

dishonorable, their spouses and eligible dependent children can 

be buried in a VA national cemetery.  Other burial benefits avail-

able for all eligible Veterans, regardless of whether they are bur-

ied in a national cemetery or a private cemetery, include a burial 

flag, a Presidential Memorial Certificate and a government head-

stone or grave marker. 

 

The new medallions will be available only to Veterans buried in 

private cemeteries without a government headstone or 

marker.  Families of eligible decedents may also order a memo-

rial headstone or marker when remains are not available for in-

terment. 

 

VA operates 131 national cemeteries in 39 states and Puerto 

Rico and 33 soldiers' lots and monument sites.  More than 3 mil-

lion Americans, including Veterans of every war and conflict -- 

from the Revolutionary War to the current conflicts in Iraq and 

Afghanistan -- are buried in VA's national cemeteries on more 

than 19,000 acres. 

 

Information on VA burial benefits can be obtained from national 

cemetery offices, from the VA Web site on the Internet at 

www.cem.va.gov or by calling VA regional offices toll-free at 1-

800-827-1000. 

   

(Cont’d from previous column) 
NJROTC NOTES 

 

I am overjoyed to report that our NJROTC Unit at 

LAS PLUMAS High School is fired up and ready to 

roll this year with 76 students enrolled as of this writ-

ing.  The instructors, both of whom are members of 

our MOAA Chapter, are Capt. Bob Kerman and Cdr. 

David Bruhn. Both are Certified Teachers with many 

years of teaching experience under their belts, over-

coming a problem that we had in years past.  The 

State Of California is in a severe financial crunch 

with the school systems taking big hits. Our two in-

structors have voluntarily given up hours and have 

made many other financial sacrifices in order to keep 

the NJROTC Program going, for this and their dedi-

cation they deserve all the accolades we, as a chapter, 

can give them. 

 

At our luncheon on 20 Oct 2010 we will benefit from 

our close association with this unit in that they will 

provide the Color Guard and featured singer for our 

30th year Anniversary of the establishment of our 

chapter. 

 

A reminder; Chapter dues are due and payable, when 

paying your dues please consider an additional 

amount as a donation to our NJROTC unit.  Funds are 

needed to defray certain unfunded expenses such as 

group bus trips, leadership camps and other such 

things that go to motivate the students and make the 

course interesting. 
 

 

CWO4 Jack Henderson, USMC (ret) 

 

http://www.cem.va.gov/cem/hm/hmtype.asp
http://www.cem.va.gov/cem/hm/hmtype.asp
http://www.cem.va.gov/hm_hm.asp
http://www.cem.va.gov/
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       SEPTEMBER LUNCHEON RESERVATIONS 
 
Where: Manzanita Place (Elks Lodge) 

              1705 B Manzanita Avenue 

              Chico, CA 95926 

When: September 15, 2010 

Time: Check In and Social 11:30 am 

Call to Order: 12:00 pm 

Price: $15.00  

 

Menu: Spaghetti with Meat Balls, Green Beans with bacon and cracked pepper, Garlic 
Bread and Apple Crunch or Crisp ; or, Garden Salad or Cobb Salad 

 

NOTE: When making your reservation, please specify your choice(s) of the Regular Meal, Regular Salad or Cobb Salad 

(new menu item) 
Telephone/email your reservation not later than Sunday, Sep 12th to: Cathy Huss, 876-1090, email cathyh@paradiseca.com, or mail 

your reservation to the PO Box shown on the back page to arrive at the Paradise Post Office by Sep 11th. 

 

    NOTES FROM THE TREASURER 
An important reminder for all members: Your chapter dues of 

$10.00 are being accepted now for the year 2011. Please begin 

making you payments at the September luncheon. We had a lot 

of very late dues payments for the year 2010. The Board mem-

bers were forced to divide up the list of non-paying members 

and make a lot of phone calls to encourage our members to pay 

dues. We donôt want to be forced to do it again for the 2011 

dues year.  

The NJROTC Educational Benefit Fund (EBF) balance is 

$567.00. We need to start building the EBF to a minimum 

$1000.00 to insure there will be sufficient funds to support the 

young men and women enrolled in the Las Plumas High School 

NJROTC program. 

So please stop by the Treasurers table when you come to the 

September luncheon and pay your dues and contribute to the 

EBF. You can elect to pay by mail also. Make your check pay-

able to Valley-Ridge Chapter, MOAA and mail to PO Box 216, 

Paradise, CA 95967-0216. You may write one check to cover 

both dues and EBF. Your check amounts over the dues of 

$10.00 will be credited to the EBF. 

 

Reservations 

Please take call in your own luncheon reservations to Cathy 

Huss, 876-1090, no later then Sunday before each luncheon. 

Doing so will reduce the work and time in telephone calls. 

 

 
                     (LtCol Bob Huss, Treasurer)  

 

 

                       SUNSHINE 

 
No notes at this time. 

 
                             (Mary Lou Shrum, Sunshine) 

U.S. Savings Bonds Update 07 
 

The Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS) will stop 

all current Savings Bonds allotments processed for military per-

sonnel and military retirees effective 31 JUL. Allotments for 

federal civilian employees will end A29 AUG. This comes fol-

lowing the U.S. Treasury's decision to convert electronic trans-

actions through www.TreasuryDirect.gov . DFAS customers 

who wish to continue purchasing savings bonds through payroll 

deduction will need to establish an online account with Treas-

uryDirect. Once they have an account with TreasuryDirect, they 

can a new allotment using the TreasuryDirect account number 

through their normal pay system. Information on purchasing 

Treasury securities is available on the DFAS website. [Source: 

Military.com Military report 12 Jul 2010 ++]  

Military Discounts Update 03 
 

Blue Star Museums is a partnership among Blue Star Families, 

the National Endowment for the Arts, and more than 750 muse-

ums in all 50 states to offer admission at no charge to military 

personnel and their families from Memorial Day, 31 MAY thru 

Labor Day 6 SEP 2010. The admission program is available to 

any bearer of a Geneva Convention common access card (CAC), 

a DD Form 1173 ID card, or a DD Form 1173-1 ID card, which 

includes active duty military (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, 

Coast Guard), National Guard and Reserve members and up to 

five immediate family members. For a listing of museums, what 

they have to exhibit, contact info, hours of operation, and loca-

tions refer to www.arts.gov/national/bluestarmuseums/

index.php. [Source: NAUS Weekly Update 9 Jul 2010 ++]  
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 RETURN ADDRESS 

  VALLEY RIDGE CHAPTER, MOAA 

  P.O. BOX 216 

  PARADISE, CA, 95967-0216  

 

                                

       

            

 

 

 

 
      

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2010 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 2010 

Program                  Jim Young, LtCol, USAF                         873-0540  

Membership Jack Henderson, CWO4, USMC              589-0409 

Chaplain                      David Rieck, Cdr, USNR                         343-3522     
Legislative Affairs Vacant 

Reservations Cathy Huss               876-1090 

Special Events Carle Goyen, Capt, USAF/USA              532-1491 
Sunshine                   Mrs. Mary Lou Shrum              342-7816 

Personal Affairs Bill Shrum, MAJ, USAR                           589-0409 

Historian                     Mrs. Martha Slade               877-6649 
Editor  Robert Wilson,  CWO4 USCG              413-9143 

AssistantEditor           Vacant 

JNROTC Liaison        Jack Henderson, CWO4, USMC                589-0409 

President           Robert Julian              LTC, USA            533-5773 

  

First V-P           Jim Young               LtCol, USAF       873-0540 

   

Second V-P       Robert Wilson            CWO4, USCG    413-9143 

 

Secretary           William Tefteller        Col,USAF            879-0231  

  

Treasurer           Bob Huss                 LtCol, USAF        876-1090 

 

Past President    Bob Huss                 LtCol, USAF        876-1090

   

THOMAS JEFFERSON 
 

John F. Kennedy held a dinner in the white House for a group of 

the brightest minds in the nation at that time. He made this state-

ment: 

"This is perhaps the assembly of the most intelligence ever to 

gather at one time in the White House with the exception of 

when Thomas Jefferson dined alone."  

 

I predict future happiness for 

Americans if they can prevent the government 

from wasting the labors of the people under the 

pretense of taking care of them. 

Thomas Jefferson  

SPECIAL PROGRAM NOTE 
 

The September meeting will be a personal interview of our 

President Lt. Col. Bob Julian and a couple of 5 minute videos. 

One on MOAA and the other on the NJROTC group we sponsor 

from Oroville.  

REMINDER NOTE FOR OUR UPCOMING 

30TH ANNIVERSARY 

 
We will be celebrating our 30th Anniversary on October 20, 

2010 and our Guest Speaker will be Col Lee Lange, USMC 

(ret), Director, Council and Chapter Affairs, MOAA. 
 

Please remember to notify Cathy Huss for your reservations and 

looking forward to seeing all there. 


